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“Superheroes For the Kids”

Bruce has been married to the love
of his life, Jennifer, since March 7th,
1994.  Between them, they have four
grown children, Aaron, Caitlin, Allison,
and Emma.    

Bruce and Jennifer live near
Keystone Heights, FL on their dream
‘hobby’ farm with a small herd of llamas,
a horse, chickens, a herd of goats, dogs,
cats, and rabbits.  You can find it just
beyond the Sticks, and just far enough
away from the hustle and bustle of city
life to hear silence and see all the stars.  

Jennifer is a home-maker and
hobby farmer, who enjoys gourmet
cooking and occasional retail therapy.
She is a gifted interior designer and has
worked in this capacity for select clients.
She belongs to Keystone Garden Club
and most recently Khem Temple #85
(DON). She enjoys gardening and
spending time outdoors caring for her
animals.  That said, the majority of her
time is spent participating in the lives of
her grand children Preston (6), Paige (3)
and Piper (9 months) who live a literal
stone’s throw away.

Bruce joined the Navy at the ripe
old age of 19, enlisting as a CTI
(Spanish Interpreter).  He was

commissioned a restricted line ensign in
Meteorology and Oceanography in
1994 after receiving his Bachelor’s
degree from the University of South
Carolina. In 2000, he received his
Master’s degree in Meteorology and
Physical Oceanography from the Naval
Postgraduate School.  Bruce’s Navy
assignments throughout his 20 year
career took him coast-to-coast, to
Puerto Rico, Panama, Japan and points
in between.  He ultimately completed
his Navy career, retiring in Jacksonville
aboard the USS John F. Kennedy in
2005.  

Following his Navy career, Bruce
founded Clear Science, Inc, (CSI) a
small, but growing R&D firm
specializing in Meteorology, Ocean-
ography, Climate and Long-range
forecasting topics.  He currently serves
as the Managing Researcher there.  CSI
currently has offices in Keystone
Heights and Gainesville, Florida.

In his scant leisure time, Bruce
enjoys his farm, and his hobbies which
include making, playing, teaching and
performing music on the mountain
dulcimer and other traditional
instruments.  He also enjoys wood-
working.  Most of all, Bruce enjoys
spending time with Jennifer.

Bruce was raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason on 25 April
2009.  He is also a 32nd degree
Scottish Rite Mason as well as a Royal
Arch Mason.  He walked the Hot Sands
in December of 2009.  Bruce is a
member of Morocco Thunder, Arab
Patrol, Starke-Keystone, Beaches, and
Clay County Shrine Clubs.       A new and improved program has

emerged to increase membership
and promote attendance at Stated
Sessions. 

Your association, club or unit
should benefit as well as new
members are brought into our fold.

The Divan has expectations and
challenge you to help raise the bar.

Your free dinner should be
rewarded on the month after your
Noble has been initiated.

FREE DinnerBe a first-line signer andreceive a free dinner atStated Session

Help us with the
membership challenge

this year
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Jennifer and I can hardly believe 2020 is here.  As excited as we are for this year and the
fun it will bring, it also means it’s our last year on the Divan, and we’ve really had a great time
on the Divan serving you.  

Both Jennifer and I are extremely honored to be your Potentate and First Lady for 2020.
Most especially, we are proud to represent the Nobles and Ladies of Morocco.  

My slogan for the year is ‘Superheroes for the kids.’  The superheroes I’m referring to are
the Nobles (and ladies) that make up Morocco.  In an act of love, placed into action, we all
contribute to the miraculous feats and changed lives that occur as a result of our healthcare
system.  As you hear these wonderful patient stories and videos, how can we not be motivated
to keep helping these kids?  I hope you are proud to be a Shriner!

Similarly, the recoveries our patients undertake are heroic feats.  Some of these patients
are dealt very challenging circumstances, and together with our healthcare system they persevere and overcome.  You can say
that heroic Nobles set the table for heroic children to create their own miracle. 

As you heard me talk about on Shrine Day, it is my hope that we collectively emphasize three virtues this year; Unity,
Philanthropy, and Communication or UPC.  

Unity – We remain firmly united despite disagreements and differences of opinion.  Let’s have fun!
Philanthropy – We remember what we are about and be reminded of the importance of what we accomplish through

Shriners Healthcare for Children.
Communication – We communicate better with the public and each other.
It is my hope that Morocco Shriners can exhibit a unity that transcends differences because of the

nobility of our philanthropy and the importance of its mission.  What’s more, let’s have such fun while
we’re at it that we continue to attract new members to sustain us in the coming years.  

Let’s Grow, Morocco!

Potentate’s
Message

Bruce W. Ford
Bruce W. Ford – Illustrious Potentate, 2020

Wow! That sure happened fast. One
day we were having lunch with Illustrious
Sir Brian Painter and Lady Faith and the
next we are standing before you, ready
to serve. They say time flies when
you’re having fun and that’s the
truth. Bruce and I have had the
best time coming up the line
since 2014. In some ways
that seems like forever ago
but boy, did it get here fast. 

We are so excited about
this year and have a lot of fun
things planned. The first event is
the February stated session where we
are trying something new for a
Valentine’s theme. Why not Valentines
at the Beach? Beaches Shrine Club was
the first club Bruce and I joined and
while the rest of the world is freezing in
Feb. many of us are enjoying 80 degree
days w/our toes in the sand. So, come
dressed in your (appropriate beach
attire, no speedos please) and plan to
stay after dinner is over for not only
dancing but some fun games and prizes!

We are also going to raffle off a lotto
tree. This tree will be covered in lotto
scratch off tickets and awarded to the
winning ticket holder. It’s something I

plan on having monthly to raise
funds for my ladies project
which is to supply the brand
new Gainesville clinic with
items they are in need of. 

My slogan this year goes
along with my sunflower pin;
“The seeds we plant today

grow stronger kids tomorrow.”
No matter how brave these

children may appear, the treatments
they face are scary and one way to
distract them is with VR (virtual reality )
devices that will allow them to view
pleasant scenery while being fitted for a
cast or prosthetic. There are other needs
the clinic will inform us of throughout
the year but this is the first need I’d like
to meet. Since Shrine day, several
hundred dollars has been presented by
Divan ladies, individuals and my home
club Starke/Keystone. Your generosity is

greatly appreciated. I have been in awe
since Shrine Day by your love and
support.  

If you aren’t sure if you can go but
are still interested in our cruise to the
Eastern Caribbean Mar 28-Apr 4, there
are still rooms available, but hurry,
they’re filling up fast. Bruce and I would
love for you to join us.  The more the
merrier. 

Ladies, don’t forget the suggestion
box (round box w/sunflower on it)
designed by Miss Piper Newell, will be at
all stated sessions and I encourage you
to take a card and fill it out w/any
comments or suggestions you may have.
You are all very important to me and I
value your insight and opinions more
than you know. Although this is a man’s
organization we often have time to fill
after dinner and I’d like to hear what
you’d like to do.

Until next time- Happy Trails to
you!  

Dear Ladies of the Shrine

Jennifer
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the

These We Do Not Forget

In Memoriam

Keep the families of these Nobles in your prayers.

“ES AELAMU ALEIKUM”
We do not lose the ones we love They only go before,

Where there is everlasting life
Where sorrow is no more.

And there the soul will always live And peace is everywhere.
We do not lose the ones we love

God takes them in his care.

IN HONOR OF THOSE WHOM WE REMEMBER

Nobles Name                              Date Created                  Expired
Jerry Linder                                     December 1, 1962              December 31, 1019
Thomas V. Bowyer                            May 23, 1970                     December 27, 2019
Rufus J. Elliott                                   November 2, 1985              January 7, 2020
Sixto-Douglas B. Biala                       May 14, 1994                     January 4, 2020

Recent Deaths of Beloved Nobles

Cecil Kimberly, Editor
904-631-3787

2020 Dealine for
March & April Issue

is March 15th

Publically Speaking

New Beginnings
This is the time of year that we

welcome the new Potentate and Divan
as well as all those who have been
elected and appointed to their
positions of leadership.

They need your support
to accomplish their assigned
tasks to take us throughout
the upcoming year.

We are in our 98th year
of supporting the Shriners
Hospitals for Children. More
importantly, we are here
continuing to support
Morocco Shrine as we enter into our
132nd year.

Just One is the membership
campaign from Shriners International

By Frank Elkins which is based on a simple premise to
increase membership, both locally and
globally. Simply, this means if every one
of us recruited, or restored, a single
member we would greatly increase our
membership numbers.

More members equals more
activities with less workload on the
existing members, which in turn
could mean more support for the
SHC.

All Associations, Clubs, and
Units should have a representative
on Morocco’s Membership
Committee. You are welcome to
attend any of our membership
meetings to discover the latest and
greatest activities as we move

forward.
Keep your focus on the goal line as

we continue to generate a concerted
effort to increase our numbers. 

Dec. 2019 / Jan. 2020 Donations
In Memory of Bob Kurtzke
Vince and Elle Gomez

In Memory of Ernest Ogden
District construction with the Florida
Dept. of Transportation

Darrell and Barb Mitchell
Grady and Audrey Anne Greene
Bob and Sally Rosier

In Memory of Jim Baker
Janet and Jim Mast

In Honor of Martha Epps
Jimmy Epps

First Ladies Project
• Divan Ladies    • Shrine Ladies
• Arab Patrol

In Memory of Thelma Seldon
Bill Hudson and Family

In Memory of Jerry Elliott
Bill Hudson and Family

Patient Transportation Fund
Horace Leprell & Grinders’ Cafe
Tulum No. 4 Order or
Quetzalcoatl 

Bill and Kandy Burdick
David McAdams
Live Oak Shrine Club
Bianca Waugerman
W.R. Elliott, III and M.L. Elliott
Gainesville Charitable Foundation &
Gainesville Shrine Club

William and Kandy Burdick
The Jewish Fellowship Group of
Brookdale Southside

Ocala SC Motorcycle Unit
Ocala SC Legion of Honor
Ocala SC Rodeo
Frank Elkins
Tom Kochheiser
Hahira Honeybee Festival
Mary Ann Thompson

In Memory of
Norman Blackwell, P.P.
John and Sherry Wood

SAVE THE DATE

March 17, 2020
Contact the Morocco Office  at (904) 642-5200
or a Pilgrimate Committee Officer for tickets.

Inside the Ramada Conference Center off of I-295 & San
Jose Blvd., 3130 Hartley Road, Jacksonville, FL 32257

Celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day

with us!

St. Patrick’s Day!

Shriner’s Night at the Comedy Zone!

$15

7PM

per person
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Shrine day was
attended by nearly 160
Nobles, Ladies, and family
members. 15 Past
Potentates, including Jim
Rocha, PP Egypt Temple
along with Lady Jennifer’s
parents, daughter and
grandchildren were included
in the count.

Beaches SC Honor
Guard made the
presentation of colors.
Noble Robbie Marshall sang
the Star Spangled Banner.

Introduction and
installation of the elected
Divan was presented by
Brain Painter, PP with
Tommy Lumpkin, PP as the
installing Marshall who
made the proclamation.

Illustrious Sir Bruce Ford installed the leaders of the
Associations, Clubs, and Units as his first duty. 

Illustrious Sir and Lady Jennifer then presented
thanks and heartfelt gratitude to Brian Painter, PP and
Lady Faith for placing Ford in the lineup in 2014.

Robert “Bobby” Newell was announced as First
Ceremonial Master.

Fleury Yelvington, Administrator at Shriners
Healthcare for Children, made an excellent educational
presentation regarding the many changes of recent and
we will continue to experience from the “The Most
Amazing Care Anywhere.”

Upcoming events were announced and everyone
can view these at the newly updated website. Take a visit
www.moroccoshrine.org.

Stated Session
Three petitions for creation were accepted.
Treasurer report was accepted as read.

Shrine Day and Stated Session at Morocco

More Shrine Day Photos on page 7
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April 24-25, 2020
Friday 6 PM

Kid’s Superhero Ball
• Come have fun with the kids. 
• Superhero costumes encouraged. 
• Photo booth, food stations. 
• Make memories.

Saturday 6 PM
Superhero Ball

• Fun with grown-up friends! 
• Formal Superhero Attire 
• Dancing, Dinner and Fun! 

Join Illustrious Sir Bruce W. Ford and
Lady Jennifer for a Superhero Ball Weekend

David Allan Coe Concert at Ocala Shrine Club

West Jax Shrine Club
Official Visit

Ruth Saunders
and Illustrious Sir



6 • The Moroccan – February/March 2020

Chaplain’s Corner  By Samuel Bennett

The largest creatures known to
have inhabited our planet, the size of
Boeing jet’s with hearts as big as
Volkswagen’s, are still prowling our
globe today. Bigger than the dinosaurs
of old, these monsters weigh about 150
tons each. That’s comparable to 23
elephants glued together, and, in fact,
just the tongue of one of these
creatures weighs as much as a grown

Harmonize Together elephant, 50 people could line up on it.
Though endangered, about 10,000 of
these creatures, Giant Blue Whales, still
roam the oceans of the earth. Most
amazing to me, these monsters of the
sea are the operatic superstars of the
ocean. Just as birds fill the skies with
their songs, giant blues do the same in
the deep. I recently listened to an
almost giddy scientist who
unexpectedly eavesdropped on blue
whales singing off the coast of New

York City. He could
hardly describe the
thrill of hearing them
through his sonar
equipment. Giant blue
whales have a unique
series of very low, very
long notes, and their voices
reverberate mysteriously
through the ocean. They sing with
greater decibels than a jetliner taking
off, and the sound of their voice travels

Associations, Clubs, and Unit News

By Paul Cummins

BEACHES

Beaches Begins A Busy Year

At the February meeting of the
Beaches Shrine Club, Friday, February
21, the Representatives of the Annual
Quiltfest will present a check for the
benefit of Morocco’s Patient
Transportation Fund (PTF). Because of
the efforts of the members of the
Beaches Shrine Club to assist in their
Quitfest and our support of the Silent
Auction. Last year, this group donated
over $3,800.

At the February meeting, we will
distribute the tickets of our annual
fraternal fundraiser to benefit the
Beaches Shrine Club.

We will begin planning to conduct
our Spring Hospital News Distribution in
May to receive donations from the

up to 500 miles through the water. 
We could all learn a great deal

from these whales about living and
working together in harmony.
Think about it, wouldn’t it be nice
if we got together and sang a
song, so to speak, that would be
so great that it would be heard by
the next generation(s).

Yes, we already do this through
our supporting contributions to

crippled and burned children, but what
about within our unique organization?
Please take a moment to read
Colossians 4:12-15.  It’s not always
easy to live in peace with our friends
and families. But when the Spirit
empowers us to exhibit humility and
forgiveness in our relationships, our
love for each other points to Christ and
brings glory to God. In this new life, it
doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or
Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised,
barbaric, uncivilized, slave or free,
Democrat or Republican, a 1%er or a
99%er, a Bears fan or Green Bay fan.
Agreeing to agree and/or disagree with
each other, Loving one another,
Working together, and Considering the
other… are all key elements cited in the
text for getting along with each other.  

Whether it is a political party, a
sports team, a family, or a church,
unity, peace, and harmony is found
when they have something that they
rally around. As you seek to have the
same attitude Christ has about me, and
I seek to hold the same opinion Christ
has about you, we will grow in
harmony.   God’s will is for us, the
temple, to sing in harmony, different
parts, yes, but in harmony.  Let us then
Harmonize Together and create and
solidify our all-inclusive legacy of
Morocco Shriners.  

people of Jacksonville to support
Morocco’s Patient Transportation Fund
and to remind those same people who
Shriners are and what we do.

The Beaches Shrine Club meets on
the third (3rd) Friday of every month on
the 2nd Floor Meeting Room of the
Activity Building. The Social Time
begins at 6 PM, and the Dinner Meeting
starts at 7 PM.

Within the Club, we have an Honor
Guard Unit that presents the flags at
Morocco’s functions, and a Hospitality
Association that welcomes people to the
functions of Morocco and the Beaches
shrine Club. 

If you are interested in visiting one
of our meetings,    contact Paul Cummins
at (904)-699-8042 or email me,
paul12649@aol.com.

Come Join Us!
Bl[]k Cr__k Rising B[n^8 pm until midnight
S[tur^[y, M[r]h 7that the Clay County Shrine Club

$10 per non-membersDinner served & Oasis open
For more information, contact Tom McLean

at (850) 867-4908 or at
temclean78@aol.com

Saturday,
May 9th!

8AM

Save the date!

Morocco Clay Shoot

Watch for details and get your 4-man teams ready.
Morocco is sponsoring a Sporting Clays event.

12125 New Berlin Rd., Jacksonville, FL

2020 Pilgrimage
Southeastern Shrine Association
Annual Meeting in beautiful...

• Great site-seeing
• Fun and frivolity!
• Motor Corps

Competition
• ... more to come

Pigeon Forge, TN
August 12-15, 2020
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Sweetheart’s 
Corner 

Sweethearts are widows of Shriners. We meet once a month at
Morocco Shrine Center, the third Thursday at 10:30 am.

We have a great time, lunch, a few games, and much talking. Next
meeting is February 20th.

As a reminder, any Widow is welcome to attend any function at
Morocco Shrine. 

Please contact Ruth Saunders
904-401-3291 to make your lunch reservations.

Shrine
Day

Donations

Most Amazing Care Anywhere
If your child was born with a common orthopaedic condition,
that doesn’t mean you can only get common treatments. You
can choose Shriners Healthcare for Children – Florida.  Our
world-class care is not limited to insurance networks – or to
what’s been done before.  The same doctors who innovate
treatments for the most complicated orthopaedic issues will help
your child grow and develop properly. See what we do at
ShrinersFlorida.org.  Shriners Healthcare in Florida, the most
amazing care – anywhere.

A great Convenience, 
Record Keeping and
a Time Saver!

Did you know you can pay for Dues, Meals, Tickets, etc. with
your VISA or MasterCard?

VISA and MasterCard Accepted ....

For Appointments and Information

Shriners Healthcare for Children - Florida
813-972-2250

12502 USF Pine Drive • Tampa, FL 33612-9411

Shriners Healthcare for Children-Florida
833-483-7474
Gainesville, FL

Shriners Hospital for Children
800-237-5055

2900 N. Rocky Point Drive • Tampa, FL 33607
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Join Potentate Bruce Ford and his Lady Jennifer
7 Night Sailing – March 28, 2020 – Eastern Caribbean

Tortola, St. Thomas and Great Stirup Cay
2020 Morocco Shrine Family and Friends Cruise

For Additional Information:
Contact: Pam Brickle at 904-384-9954 or
Kathy Harris 904-260-3401, ext. 202

Balcony BB – $1,447.35 with $100 OBC per stateroom
Balcony BD – $1,417.35 with $100 OBC per stateroom
Oceanview OB – $1,317.35 with $60 OBC per stateroom
Inside IE – $987.35 with $50 OBC per stateroom

Deposit $50.00 per
person (If booked
4 months in advance
of sale date)

Final payment due
on or before

November 27, 2019

* All rates includes cruise, port charges plus pre-paid gratuities
and bus.

Amenities options  – Pick One Perk
•  Premium Beverage Package  – 1st and 2nd guest only* (Service Charge of
$138.60 per person if this perk is picked)
•  $50 Per Port Shorex Credit  – per cabin
•  Dining Package  – 1st and 2nd guest only* (Service Charge of $15.80 per
person if this perk is picked)
•  20 Photo Package  – per cabin
•  $75 OBC   – per cabin**  *Guest is resposible for 20% gratuities on the retail
value of the Beverage and Specialty Dining Package,
** Amenities based on USD; ****For cabins to quality for an On-board Credit Per
Stateroom, the cabins must be booked at least 4 months prior to the sailing.   

All New
Lower Rates

  Social Media – How-to
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
moroccoshriners
How to post:  Post on the above page.  New posts
will be checked for guidelines and approved if
appropriate.

Twitter: https://twitter.com/MoroccoShrinePR
How to tweet:  Tweek to @ MoroccoShrinePR.
New posts will be checked for guidelines and re-
tweeted if appropriate.

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCyZrXLKihMoYdZck9PV0Drg
How to add a video to channel:  Send video (or
link to video) to the Recorder of Media Aide.
New videos will be verified for content before
approval.

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/
moroccoshriners/
Add to Instagram feed:  Send Video (or link to
video) to the Recorder of Media Aide.  New
photos/ videos will be verified for content before
approval.

Spring Car Show
and Festival
Saturday, April 25, 2020

11AM to 5PM
Morocco Shrine Auditorium
3800 St. Johns Bluff Road
Jacksonville, FL 32224
ALL CARS WELCOME!

https://moroccoshrine.org/car-show/

• Live Music, Food Trucks
• People’s Choice Award
• Swap Meet, Cornhole
Tournament

• Masonic Child ID Program
• 50/50 Raffle
• Beer and Wine

Morocco Returns to the Baseball Grounds!
Thursday,

April 30, 2020 at 6PM
(Food served hour before first pitch!)

SKYDECK
• Located on the BDO Suite level,

covered, open-air area
• VIP service and premier seating
• Ninety minutes of all-you-can-eat hamburgers, 

hot dogs, BBQ chicken, pulled pork, pasta salad,
cole slaw, cookies, seasonal fruit, tea,
lemonade & water

To make your reservations, please email Eddie Edwards
(eddiebedwardsiv@att.net) with your name and how many
will be in your party.

Bar service for beer
and wine (90 minutes)

per person

$35


